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Introducing Disabled Persons Assembly NZ
We work on systemic change for the equity of disabled people 
Disabled Persons Assembly NZ (DPA) is a not-for-profit pan-impairment Disabled People’s Organisation run by and for disabled people.
We recognise:
· Māori as Tangata Whenua and Te Tiriti o Waitangi/Treaty of Waitangi as the founding document of Aotearoa New Zealand;
· disabled people as experts on their own lives;
· the Social Model of Disability as the guiding principle for interpreting disability and impairment; 
· the United Nations Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities as the basis for disabled people’s relationship with the State;
· the New Zealand Disability Strategy as Government agencies’ guide on disability issues; and 
· the Enabling Good Lives Principles and the Atoatoali'o National Pacific Disability Approach as avenues to disabled people gaining greater choice and control over their lives and supports.

We drive systemic change through: 
Rangatiratanga / Leadership: reflecting the collective voice of disabled people, locally, nationally and internationally. 
Pārongo me te tohutohu / Information and advice: informing and advising on policies impacting on the lives of disabled people.
Kōkiri / Advocacy: supporting disabled people to have a voice, including a collective voice, in society.
Aroturuki / Monitoring: monitoring and giving feedback on existing laws, policies and practices about and relevant to disabled people.



United Nations Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities
DPA was influential in creating the United Nations Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (UNCRPD),[footnoteRef:2] a foundational document for disabled people which New Zealand has signed and ratified, confirming that disabled people must have the same human rights as everyone else. All state bodies in New Zealand, including local and regional government, have a responsibility to uphold the principles and articles of this convention.  [2:  https://www.ohchr.org/en/instruments-mechanisms/instruments/convention-rights-persons-disabilities] 

The following UNCRPD articles are particularly relevant to this submission:
· Article 5: Equality and non–discrimination 
· Article 7: Children with disabilities 
· Article 8: Awareness–raising  
· Article 24: Education 

The Submission
DPA shares the concerns of many education sector stakeholders about the new proposed school curriculum.
Many of the proposed curriculum changes, especially in the social sciences and Health and Physical Education syllabuses, represent a huge step backwards in educational practice.
The emphasis, for example, on acquiring more knowledge through rote learning over the development of natural inquiry and thinking skills will disadvantage many learners, including disabled and neurodiverse learners.
Many disabled students will be less likely to succeed and thrive if the new curriculum is implemented as written, given that the government’s proposed academic assessment and reporting guidelines will be introduced alongside this, including the return of pass/fail grades.
There appears to be no mention of the Universal Design of Learning (UDL) approach in both the design of the curriculum or the curriculum itself. UDL, as the Ministry of Education’s own website states, is premised upon scientifically verified ‘teaching methods which aim to remove any barriers to learning and give all students equal opportunities to succeed.’[footnoteRef:3] [3:  https://newzealandcurriculum.tahurangi.education.govt.nz/universal-design-for-learning-udl/5637209917.p

] 

The curriculum changes, as currently drafted, will lead to more disabled ākonga (learners) dropping out of the education system.
DPA warns Government that it will breach New Zealand’s obligations under UNCRPD Article 24(5) on education to ensure that no disabled learner is discriminated against when accessing the education system and this includes through any moves to make the curriculum and assessment processes either partially or fully inaccessible.
DPA agrees with the feedback from education sector stakeholders including teachers, principals and curriculum experts that all draft subject curricula need to be fully reviewed and re-written with the interest of all learners, especially disabled learners, in mind.
DPA asks that the proposed curriculum changes are not introduced on January 1, 2027, so that they can be fully re-written to be more fit for purpose.
DPA asks that the UDL principles sit at the centre of the newly rewritten curriculum and that it is specifically referenced within it.
DPA strongly urges that all draft subject curricula are fully re-written in partnership with education sector stakeholders including, for example, teachers, principals, learners and the families/whānau of learners.
DPA asks that disabled learners, the families/whānau of disabled learners, inclusive education practitioners, disabled people’s organisations, disability organisations and disability educational support staff are fully involved as co-design partners in the curriculum rewriting process. 
Need to fully recognise framework for action
DPA welcomed the new Framework for Action agreed between IHC and Government in 2025, following the successful conclusion of a complaint taken by IHC with the Human Rights Commission on the barriers faced by disabled ākonga and their whānau in accessing education.
DPA notes that the new draft curriculum has been released following this agreement and, currently, does not appear to reflect the actions outlined within it, primarily point six stipulating that the school curriculum must reflect and include all learners.
DPA asks that, as part of any proposed rewrite, that priority is given to changes to make the curriculum accessible and inclusive of all learners, including disabled ākonga.  
The Ministry should ensure that both teachers and learners can access the full curriculum through the development of UDL-based teaching styles, techniques and resources that engage all learners, including disabled and D/deaf learners.
DPA asks that all curricula weave inclusive references to disability across all areas, including in science, social sciences, health and physical education, the arts, technology and languages by ensuring that:
· The history of disability rights is included as part of the history of social change movements in Aotearoa, within the social sciences curriculum.
· That healthy body image is important for everyone including the need to respect bodily differences as part of the health and physical education curriculum.
· Acknowledging the contribution of disabled artists and cultural performers in the arts curriculum.
· The role that technology plays in enabling participation for disabled people in everyday life.
The Ministry of Education has a responsibility to ensure that all learning resources are also available in accessible formats for all ākonga as per action seven of the action framework in terms of, for example, NZ Sign Language, Easy Read, Braille, large print, audio and captioned video.
Need for disability responsiveness and awareness within the curriculum
DPA is very concerned that there is no specific disability responsiveness and awareness element included within any part of the draft curriculum.
DPA strongly supports the need for a specific component within the new curriculum to be devoted to the teaching of disability responsiveness and awareness at all year levels.
Disability responsiveness and awareness is important if all ākonga are to develop greater empathy and respect for disabled people, something that is vital if we are to build a society where disabled people are fully accepted and included without prejudice and discrimination.
As noted above, the weaving of references to disability throughout the curriculum, is another way in which disability responsiveness and awareness can be built amongst all learners. 
DPA asks that disability responsiveness is taught as a separate topic at all year levels.
DPA asks that the Ministry engage with disabled people, disabled people’s organisations and disability organisations about the development of a disability responsiveness and awareness syllabus, the most appropriate subject area it can be taught within and the creation of appropriate subject resources.
Sidelining of Te Tiriti o Waitangi
DPA is also deeply concerned at the sidelining of Te Tiriti o Waitangi/Treaty of Waitangi in the new curriculum.
DPA is disappointed that the national curriculum will no longer be centred on Te Tiriti.  Weaving through Māori terms into the curriculum while excluding an integral part of te ao Māori that is Te Tiriti is a form of historical whitewashing.
The diminishing of Matauranga Māori in the proposed curriculum will impact on the ability of tangata whāikaha disabled Māori, tāngata turi D/deaf Māori and tāngata whaiora Māori ākonga living with mental distress to fully engage with and see themselves represented within the new curriculum.
Tangata whāikaha disabled Māori people’s organisations have advocated for the full inclusion of Te Tiriti in education due to inequities encountered as both disabled people and tangata whenua.
DPA asks that the Ministry of Education, in full partnership with tāngata whenua, including representatives of tāngata whaikaha, tāngata whaiora and tangata Turi, and their respective disabled Māori people’s organisations re-write the curriculum to ensure that Te Tiriti is woven throughout.
New curriculum from disability perspective
The new curriculum should also take a wider focus than just the accumulation of facts and knowledge, important though these are to learning.

Developing critical thinking, problem solving and teamwork skills are all equally important if we are to equip the young people of this country with the skills needed to navigate life as citizens both of this country and the world in the 21st Century.

Our national curriculum should enable all ākonga, including disabled ākonga, to fully participate as learners and feel valued when doing so.

Science
Science as a subject involves significant amounts of practical, hands-on learning by students at all levels. DPA notes from analysing the draft science curriculum that the amount of resource/equipment requirements, for example, the amount of scientific equipment used, increases at each year level.
DPA recommends that all science curriculum resources are inclusively designed to ensure that all disabled learners can fully participate in the science syllabus.
Social Sciences
DPA acknowledges that UN Conventions are referenced in the social sciences curriculum – within the history and civics and society syllabuses - for the role they have played in helping to shape our country’s laws and policies. 
However, there is minimal reference (apart from the Suffragette and Women’s Franchise movements) to the role that Māori, Pacific, disabled people and LGBTQIA+ communities have played in expanding human rights and social change within New Zealand society.
DPA recommends that disability history, women’s history and rainbow history need to be included within the curriculum both as a means of raising awareness, acceptance and tolerance of difference and to illustrate how these movements have led to progressive social change within New Zealand, particularly since the Second World War.
DPA recommends that the UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities is included as a case study within the social sciences curriculum of how important international laws are when it comes to protecting the rights of highly discriminated against population groups, including disabled people.
Health and Physical Education
DPA is very concerned about the content of the draft Health and Physical Education curriculums at all year levels.
DPA is very disappointed by the lack of any reference to disability sport, inclusive/adapted sports and games within the curriculum. 
Disabled ākonga have long experienced either partial or full exclusion from physical education within schools and this needs to be addressed through adding specific, age-appropriate references to disability sport and adapted activity, aimed at raising awareness amongst all students, particularly disabled learners about disability/inclusive sport and recreation programmes.
DPA asks that disabled ākonga are fully involved in all aspects of the health and physical education curriculums at every year level.
DPA welcomes reference to the need to respect people with diverse body types, including disabled people, being included in the curriculum but this needs to be expanded on. 
DPA asks that reference to the need to respect bodily differences, including different disabled body types, is woven throughout the health and physical education curriculum at all levels.
DPA is very concerned about the proposals to change the relationships and sexuality element of the health and physical education syllabus to just focus on sex education.
While sex education is important, it cannot be separated from the need to develop healthy, respectful, consenting human relationships at all year levels.
Healthy relationships and sexuality education needs to be taught alongside other related topics such as drug and alcohol use and digital safety, especially at senior year levels, to reinforce the importance of safe, healthy relationships throughout life.
Teaching about these topics is essential for all learners, including disabled learners as disabled people are at disproportionately greater risk of sexual, physical and intimate partner violence than non-disabled people.
[bookmark: _Int_ddR1rCaN]DPA acknowledges that the curriculum references ‘identity’ but leaves it up to schools as to whether they wish to teach about different sexual and gender identities or not.
The need to fully recognise and value diverse sexualities and gender identities is a crucial issue for the disabled community as in the 2023 Census, a significant number of disabled people (approximately 30%) also identified as members of rainbow communities.
DPA fed back to the consultation on the sexuality and relationships syllabus last year that we opposed any removal to references about rainbow communities, including those who identify as transsexual or intersex within the curriculum.
DPA asks that the curriculum refer to sexuality and relationships, not just sex education.
DPA asks that the healthy relationships and sexuality syllabus be taught mandatorily within all state and integrated schools, having regard to age appropriateness.
DPA asks that the teaching of the need to recognise and value diverse sexualities is fully reinstated and made mandatory within all schools.
The Arts
DPA shares the concerns of many arts, dance and drama teachers that the draft arts curriculum appears to be preparing learners to become performers or actors, rather than enabling them to develop skills such as teamwork, collaboration and understanding of others that can be applied in a wide range of life situations.
We acknowledge that teaching the arts at school acts as a gateway to building the knowledge of learners about the pivotal role that the arts play in our society and how they can become involved as practitioners, patrons or audience members both while at school and following it.
DPA notes that research shows that disabled people are more likely to be involved in the arts and cultural sector as performers, patrons, and audience members than non-disabled people.
Disabled creatives also use the arts and cultural space to perform and create works which reflect the lived experience of disability and the need to be valued as people.
DPA asks that accessible resources are provided so that the arts curriculum can be taught inclusively to all learners, including disabled ākonga.
DPA recommends that reference is made in the curriculum to diversity of performers and artists and their contributions to the development of drama, dance, music and visual arts both in this country and abroad, including disabled, Māori, Pacific, ethnic/migrant artists, LGBTQI+, women and international artists.
Technology
DPA shares the concerns of technology teachers that that the proposed technology curriculum needs to be improved as some areas that are currently taught have been dropped altogether.
However, DPA welcomes the incorporation of a module which encourages ākonga to design and build inclusive, accessible products and technologies which can be used easily by everyone, including disabled people.
DPA recommends that the technology curriculum enable all ākonga, especially at senior year levels, to design, develop and build products and devices which can support everyone to live good, environmentally friendly, accessible lives, including disabled people.
Learning Languages
DPA welcomes the continued recognition of NZ Sign Language as a curriculum language, given its status as one of the official languages of Aotearoa.  
DPA asks that the D/deaf and tāngata turi D/deaf Māori community and Deaf led organisations including both Deaf Aotearoa and Deaf Action are involved in reviewing, updating and developing the curriculum alongside the NZ Sign Language Board.
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