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To Greater Wellington Regional Council
Please find attached our submission on the Proposed Annual Plan 2026/2027





For any further inquiries, please contact:
Chris Ford
Policy Advisor – Southern and Central
policy@dpa.org.nz



Introducing Disabled Persons Assembly NZ
We work on systemic change for the equity of disabled people 
Disabled Persons Assembly NZ (DPA) is a not-for-profit pan-impairment Disabled People’s Organisation run by and for disabled people.
We recognise:
· Māori as Tangata Whenua and Te Tiriti o Waitangi/Treaty of Waitangi as the founding document of Aotearoa New Zealand;
· disabled people as experts on their own lives;
· the Social Model of Disability as the guiding principle for interpreting disability and impairment; 
· the United Nations Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities as the basis for disabled people’s relationship with the State;
· the New Zealand Disability Strategy as Government agencies’ guide on disability issues; and 
· the Enabling Good Lives Principles and the Atoatoali'o National Pacific Disability Approach as avenues to disabled people gaining greater choice and control over their lives and supports.

We drive systemic change through: 
Rangatiratanga / Leadership: reflecting the collective voice of disabled people, locally, nationally and internationally. 
Pārongo me te tohutohu / Information and advice: informing and advising on policies impacting on the lives of disabled people.
Kōkiri / Advocacy: supporting disabled people to have a voice, including a collective voice, in society.
Aroturuki / Monitoring: monitoring and giving feedback on existing laws, policies and practices about and relevant to disabled people.




The Submission
Introduction
DPA welcomes this opportunity to feedback on the Greater Wellington Regional Council’s (GWRC) Regional Draft Annual Plan 2026 – 2027.
According to Statistics New Zealand’s recently released New Zealand Disability Survey 2023, 11% of the region’s population (n=84,000) identified themselves as disabled people at the last census.[footnoteRef:30638] [30638:  https://www.stats.govt.nz/information-releases/disability-statistics-2023/
] 

We recognise that the GWRC has been proactive in working with disabled people and disabled people’s organisations, such as DPA, on transport accessibility issues over the years.
Impact of Wellington floods highlights importance of civil defence and flood mitigation works
We begin this submission by acknowledging the impacts of the recent Wellington flooding events on April 20th/21st.
DPA extends our deepest sympathies to those whose lives and homes were impacted by this dreadful event – especially disabled people - and thanks the GWRC team for their role in leading the emergency response alongside other councils and government agencies.
DPA has worked on fostering relationships with regional council civil defence teams across the country through, for example, collaborating to run local workshops aimed at disabled people on emergency responsiveness and preparedness.
Research and data from both New Zealand and overseas has shown that disabled people are at disproportionate risk of injury or death due to being deprioritised in emergencies.
Disabled people face significant barriers in emergencies ranging from needing support for evacuation through to finding accessible evacuation centres and temporary housing and requiring information and communications in accessible formats.
DPA strongly urges that spending on civil defence and emergency management be maintained and increased by council this year due to Wellington remaining at high risk of future climate and geologically related emergencies.
We also note that there are proposals in the Te Taiao – Environment budget to delay flood protection projects in the 2026/27 year. DPA is opposed to delaying these projects. 
DPA strongly urges in the wake of the April flood events that the Te Awa Kairangi and other flood protection projects are not delayed but instead be prioritised for funding this year.
Recognise challenges but ask that austerity is avoided
In making these asks, we recognise that the revenue base of all councils, particularly regional councils, are being buffeted by multiple challenges including costs associated with the current fuel crisis, uncertainty generated by government plans to disestablish regional councils and the ongoing impacts of the climate crisis.
At the same time, households, including those where disabled people live, are under pressure due to the ongoing cost of living crisis, which is impacting people’s ability to, amongst other things, pay council rates and charges.
Central government has also dramatically cut back on public transport funding to regional councils in favour of investing in road-based transport, coming at the expense as it does of both the environment and public safety. 
However, given the grave risks posed by climate change, as demonstrated by the recent floods, going into austerity mode by cutting back significantly on council spending is not the answer. Especially as any delay to essential climate change mitigation projects will lead to more adverse and more costly outcomes later for both the environment and the people of the region.
Rates and the proposed government rates cap
DPA acknowledges the proposed rates increase of 9.7% has been significantly reduced from that signalled in the Long-Term Plan (LTP) but are concerned that this will be achieved at the expense of essential and urgent flood protection work, something we believe cannot be justified given recent events. 
DPA welcomes the GWRC’s promotion in its draft annual plan of the availability of rates assistance grants funded through the Department of Internal Affairs to offset rates bills for low-income households. 
DPA recommends that the GWRC promotes the availability of rates relief assistance in accessible formats to all residents within their rates accounts.
We also recognise that any rates rise will be necessary if council capital spending programmes, services and activities are to be maintained in these difficult times.  
DPA also has major concerns with the central government’s rates cap - on the basis that we know that this will restrict the ability of councils to properly resource the delivery of local services and projects, leading to significant downstream impacts and increased direct costs to rate payers in other areas including, for example, increased user charges for services, all of which would disproportionately impact disabled people. 
We are particularly concerned that a rates cap would also lead to significant reductions in council spending on essential infrastructure and services by the GWRC affecting services provided by regional councils, including public transport 
DPA strongly supports central government opening more financial tools for local government to access including, for example, returning revenue gathered from GST paid on rates to local councils and co-funding of three waters projects. 
DPA considers that central government should also fully fund the cost of activities provided by local councils on its behalf (known as unfunded mandates), for example, air quality inspections. 
The creation of more funding pathways for local government, will help contain rates and user charge rises and maintain spending on council services much better than any r3.)33ates cap could. 
Ngā Waka Tūmatanui – Metlink Public Transport
DPA also strongly opposes the proposed cuts and delays to funding for the Metlink Public Transport system particularly as we are in a fuel crisis that is likely to continue for a significant period of time. 
The Metlink system is vital to ensuring affordable, accessible community connection and participation for all Wellington region residents, including disabled people.
We oppose the proposals to:
· Optimise (i.e., reduce) public transport services.
· Review the need for blan4.) ket earthquake strengthening of rail buildings – this could lead to tragic consequences when the Wellington region eventually experiences the major earthquake forecast to hit it in the near future.
· Reducing the service design budget for new bus services meaning that the creation of new routes – something essential during a time when more Wellingtonians are using public transport or intending to due to the current fuel crisis and climate emergency – will not happen.
DPA, as noted earlier, appreciates that central government transport funding has been reduced but this doesn’t justify the GWRC’s proposals, as these will only produce false economies such as fewer people using public transport will lead to more people travelling by car – as the fuel crisis could go on for some time - leading to more financial pressure on household budgets and and increased climate impacts.
Reductions in public transport services, combined with upcoming government changes to the Total Mobility scheme on July 1, will also result in disabled people opting to use public transport less, meaning greater social isolation and poorer mental health and wellbeing outcomes for Wellington’s disabled community as a result.
DPA asks that none of proposed cuts to Metlink public transport services proceed and that transport services remain fully funded in the 2026/2027 budget.
Te Taiao – Environment
DPA also strongly opposes the proposed cuts and delays to environmental projects included within the Te Taiao – Environment budget.
We have already outlined our opposition to delaying the Te Awa Kairangi flood and other protection projects to later years.
DPA supports any moves to improve the affordability of flood protection works, as in the reframing of the Pinehaven Flood Management Plan scheme through greater cost sharing with Upper Hutt City Council, but this move should not come at the expense of further delay.
The recent April floods have demonstrated the urgency of continuing with flood protection work in the Greater Wellington Regional Council and at pace.
DPA is also opposed to any freeze being placed on community-based environmental funding. We recognise that while this funding freeze is temporary for one year, any real terms reduction, even for a short period, will make it more difficult, not less to achieve the planned outcomes of the programme going forward.
Due to the current inflationary environment, costs will continue to rise within the community-based environmental funding programme meaning that once funding is unfrozen, the programme will face greater funding constraints than ever. That’s why it is important for funding to keep pace with inflation, even in these difficult economic times. 
At a time when the impacts of the climate change crisis are beginning to be really felt, including (disproportionately) by disabled people, it is important that council reverse its proposal to cut environmental and climate mitigation project funding.
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