	
	
	







May 2025

To Christchurch City Council
Please find attached our submission on Stourbridge Street Renewal






For any further inquiries, please contact:
Chris Ford
Policy Advisor – Southern and Central
policy@dpa.org.nz




Introducing Disabled Persons Assembly NZ
We work on systemic change for the equity of disabled people 
Disabled Persons Assembly NZ (DPA) is a not-for-profit pan-impairment Disabled People’s Organisation run by and for disabled people.
We recognise:
· Māori as Tangata Whenua and Te Tiriti o Waitangi as the founding document of Aotearoa New Zealand;
· disabled people as experts on their own lives;
· the Social Model of Disability as the guiding principle for interpreting disability and impairment; 
· the United Nations Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities as the basis for disabled people’s relationship with the State;
· the New Zealand Disability Strategy as Government agencies’ guide on disability issues; and 
· the Enabling Good Lives Principles, Whāia Te Ao Mārama: Māori Disability Action Plan, and Faiva Ora: National Pasifika Disability Disability Plan as avenues to disabled people gaining greater choice and control over their lives and supports. 
We drive systemic change through: 
Rangatiratanga / Leadership: reflecting the collective voice of disabled people, locally, nationally and internationally. 
Pārongo me te tohutohu / Information and advice: informing and advising on policies impacting on the lives of disabled people.
Kōkiri / Advocacy: supporting disabled people to have a voice, including a collective voice, in society.
Aroturuki / Monitoring: monitoring and giving feedback on existing laws, policies and practices about and relevant to disabled people.

The Submission
Disabled Persons Assembly (DPA) is pleased to provide feedback to the Christchurch City Council (CCC) on the Stourbridge Street renewal project.

DPA supports this project as it will make the street safer for drivers, cyclists, wheelchair/mobility aid users, micromobility users or walking pedestrians.

We also support this project as disabled pedestrians, especially disabled children, are at higher risk of death or injury on our roads.[footnoteRef:2] [2:  https://www.whaikaha.govt.nz/news/news/report-into-transport-experiences-of-disabled-people
] 


Anything that can be done to improve pedestrian safety for everyone, including disabled people, is very welcome.

However, all projects require some fine tuning.

In this brief submission, we make recommendations on how to improve it from a disability standpoint.

Main issues
One of our main concerns is that the proposed narrowing of Stourbridge Street will mean fewer car parks.  This will lead to people having to park further along the street to reach their destination. 

This means that disabled people, for example, wheelchair users and people with mobility impairments, will have to expend greater effort in getting to their destination on Stourbridge Street.

DPA recommends that street parking is preserved, especially in parts of the street where any disabled people live and self-identify a need for this.

DPA recommends that a mobility parking place is created at the Lyttleton Street shops. Doing so would give disabled drivers/passengers more time to park and shop.

We note that the kerb cuts on Stourbridge Street are too high, especially for wheelchair, mobility aid and children’s strollers to navigate. 

We recommend that all mobility kerb cuts are lowered along Stourbridge Street to enable easier access for everyone, including disabled pedestrians.

We approve of the proposals to improve the street’s landscape, including through the planting of more trees.
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