





May 2025

To Christchurch City Council
Please find attached our submission on the Pūrau recreation ground and foreshore development plan.






For any further inquiries, please contact:
Chris Ford
Policy Advisor – Southern and Central
policy@dpa.org.nz



Introducing Disabled Persons Assembly NZ
We work on systemic change for the equity of disabled people 
Disabled Persons Assembly NZ (DPA) is a not-for-profit pan-impairment Disabled People’s Organisation run by and for disabled people.
We recognise:
· Māori as Tangata Whenua and Te Tiriti o Waitangi as the founding document of Aotearoa New Zealand;
· disabled people as experts on their own lives;
· the Social Model of Disability as the guiding principle for interpreting disability and impairment; 
· the United Nations Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities as the basis for disabled people’s relationship with the State;
· the New Zealand Disability Strategy as Government agencies’ guide on disability issues; and 
· the Enabling Good Lives Principles, Whāia Te Ao Mārama: Māori Disability Action Plan, and Faiva Ora: National Pasifika Disability Disability Plan as avenues to disabled people gaining greater choice and control over their lives and supports. 
We drive systemic change through: 
Rangatiratanga / Leadership: reflecting the collective voice of disabled people, locally, nationally and internationally. 
Pārongo me te tohutohu / Information and advice: informing and advising on policies impacting on the lives of disabled people.
Kōkiri / Advocacy: supporting disabled people to have a voice, including a collective voice, in society.
Aroturuki / Monitoring: monitoring and giving feedback on existing laws, policies and practices about and relevant to disabled people.

The Submission
Disabled Persons Assembly (DPA) is pleased to provide feedback to the Christchurch City Council (CCC) on the Pūrau Recreation Ground and Foreshore development plan.
We support the proposals outlined for upgrading the ground.
In this brief submission, we make recommendations on how to improve the project’s accessibility from a disability perspective.
Recreation Ground
DPA is pleased to see CCC is planning to provide an accessible picnic table within this part of the ground.
This will assist disabled people who are wheelchair and mobility aid users are able to easily access this space alongside non-disabled people.
However, we do have several recommendations to improve other key features.
First, we ask that the new toilet block is an accessible one that disabled people can access and use. This is essential. 
Second, wood chip surfacing should not be used in the play area as this will make it inaccessible for many disabled children.
We ask that accessible and safer alternative surfaces are used instead, enabling disabled people to have easier access to play areas.
Third, we ask that at least some play equipment is made inclusive and accessible to all, including disabled children.
Fourth, that seating around the park be at different heights and in the shade.
Ensuring that seating is at different heights means that disabled and non-disabled people alike can easily raise and lower themselves on and off it with minimal effort.
We are pleased about the accessible walking track but are concerned about the steps leading down to it which defeats the purpose of the track.
Fifth, we ask that there be no steps leading down to the accessible walking track.
Sixth, that an accessible drinking fountain be placed in the grounds, near the picnic tables.
Western and Eastern Foreshores
DPA agrees with the proposal to relocate some picnic tables for cultural reasons. Similarly, we support proposals to restrict vehicle access to the kāinga site in this part of the grounds.
DPA recommends that when the picnic tables are relocated in this section of the grounds that one of the existing tables is replaced with an accessible one.
DPA recommends that in both the western and eastern foreshore carparks compacted gravel and not ordinary gravel is used. Ordinary gravel is largely impassable for wheelchair users.
If the CCC lays down compacted gravel, this will make it easier for wheelchair and mobility aid users to traverse.
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