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Annual General Meeting Minutes
 
November 2024

_______________________________________________________________________________________
Meeting Details

Date: 23rd November 2024, 1pm - 3pm

Hybrid location: Virtual via Zoom, and in person at Brain Tree Wellness Centre, 70 Langdons Road, Papanui, Christchurch 8053
______________________________________________________________________________________

Present: 
Members: Wendi Wicks, Andrew Ellis, Dot Wilson, Sara Georgeson, Valerie Smith, Lorri Mackness, Anne Hawker, Adriana Van Altvorst, Shona Hatton, Vicki Terrell, Tearoa Brooks, Wendy Neilson, Shane McInroe, Craig Bellis, Raven Cretney, Marty Van der Kley, Allison Franklin, Christine Haythornwaite, Pam Campbell, Áine Kelly-Costello (joined late)

National Executive Committee: Joanne Dacombe (Co-Chair), Kera Sherwood-O’Regan (Co-Chair), Jason Boberg, Ollie Goulden, Juliana Carvalho, David King.
 
National Office: Mojo Mathers, Michael Nolan, Chris Ford, Patti Poa, Sharyn McCann, Pip Townsend, Amy Taylor.

Apologies: Chris Ford, Gay Richards, Marie Zittersteijn, Robyn Hunt, Sean Prenter, Tara Shepherd, Nicola Owen, Paul Brown, Sharleen Tongalea, Marion Davies, Phillip Haythornwaite
_______________________________________________________________________________________
Minutes

	Opening:
	At 1.00pm, Kera Sherwood-O’Regan provided accessibility information and formally opened the AGM with a karakia.

	Welcome:
	Joanne introduced herself and welcomed members to the AGM. She confirmed a quorum was present, and called for General Business items. Two items had been received prior – an update on constitutional changes, and an update on the Māori Members’ Hui.

	Quorum and apologies:
	A quorum of more than 20 members was present, and apologies were recorded from Chris Ford, Gay Richards, Marie Zittersteijn, Robyn Hunt, Sean Prenter, Tara Shepherd, Nicola Owen, Paul Brown, Sharleen Tongalea, Marion Davies, Phillip Haythornwaite.

Moved: David King 
Seconded: Valerie Smith
Carried

	Proxies:
	Motion “That the proxy votes be received - by Patti Poa on behalf of Sharleen Tongalea.” 

Moved: Vicki Terrell
Seconded: Shane McInroe 
Carried

	Previous minutes: 
 
	Motion: That the Minutes of the AGM held on Saturday Motion: That the minutes of the 25 November 2023 via Zoom be accepted as a true and accurate record of that meeting.
 
Moved: David King
Seconded: Amy Taylor
Carried

	President’s Report and Annual Report:
	Joanne provided a brief verbal overview of the year.
Motion: That the DPA Annual Report for the year 2023 to 2024 be adopted.
 
Moved: David King 
Seconded: Amy Taylor 
Carried

	Annual Accounts:
	Motion: That the Statement of Accounts of Disabled Persons Assembly New Zealand Incorporated for year ended 30 June 2024 as circulated be approved.
 
Moved: Kera Sherwood-O’Regan 
Seconded: Ann Hawker
Carried

	Appointment of Auditors:
	Motion: That Audit Integrity Ltd be appointed as National Auditors for the organisation for the year 1 July 2024 to 30 June 2025.
 
Moved: Juliana Carvalho 
Seconded: Wendy Neilsen   
Carried

	Membership Fees:
	Motion: That the fees remain free for individuals, family members, and associate individuals and family members, and that we continue charging organisations at the existing membership rate for organisational membership. 
 
Moved: David King
Seconded: Shane McInroe
Carried

A brief discussion was had about the number of members, and whether this could be increased in future.

	Election of Officers:
	Mojo Mathers as Returning Officer confirmed that there were two valid nominations received for the position of National Executive Committee member, for Adriana van Althorst and Sean Prenter.  As we had two nominations for two positions, Adriana and Sean were confirmed as our two new National Executive Committee members.  
 
This means that the National Executive Committee members for the 2024/25 year are confirmed as 
the National President, Kera Sherwood-O'Regan, 
the Immediate Past President, Joanne Dacombe
other committee members: David King, Juliana Carvalho, Tara Shepherd, Adriana van Altvorst and Sean Prenter

	As the new National President, Kera Sherwood-O'Regan chaired the remainder of the meeting.

	Introduction of the new NEC:
	NEC members Kera Sherwood-O'Regan, Joanne Dacombe, David King, Juliana Carvalho, and Adriana van Altvorst briefly introduced themselves to the Assembly. Kera Sherwood-O'Regan read bios for Tara Shepherd and Sean Prenter who were apologies for the meeting.

	Life membership:
	Motion: That Marie Zittersteijn becomes a Life Member of DPA.
Moved: Shane McInroe
Seconded: Raven Cretney
Carried

	General business:

	Two items for general business were submitted before the AGM: Updating the Constitution, and an update on the Māori Members’ Hui. 

However, members also raised the following items for general business from the floor: Political Neutrality, Online vs National Office, Membership and Publicity.

	Updating the Constitution:

	Kera Sherwood-O'Regan provided an update on the DPA Constitution, highlighting that this needed to be an absolute priority for DPA in 2025 for DPA to be able to re-register under the new Incorporated Societies Act. NEC has set up a subcommittee of the board to be responsible for leading the process of constitutional change and have reached out to get some legal support. It is intended to hold an SGM later in 2025 to pass the updated constitution.


	Māori members hui:
	Kera provided an update and that a zoom hui was scheduled for 1pm November 30th 2024 to provide chance for Māori DPA members to connect, for whakawhanaukataka (relationship building) and to talk through some of topics that have been brought up in previous members Māori members' hui.

	Political Neutrality:
	A discussion was held on the importance of DPA being seen to be politically neutral. A wide range of views were expressed by members. 

It was emphasised that all statements DPA had made around DSS changes were grounded in the feedback from members. It was highlighted that DPA’s purpose requires us to advocate for disability rights, and address when government policies affect our community. Kera confirmed DPA had clear policies around political neutrality, and acknowledged the challenges for staff and NEC in getting the balance right. Joanne highlighted the importance of being able to work with any politician regardless of party affiliation.

	Due to time constraints, and respecting the need for meetings to remain accessible with NZSL interpretation, and captioning, Kera offered to follow up with members on the outstanding topics, and address these in a members’ hui so they didn’t have to wait until the next AGM.

	 Closure:
	Kera Sherwood-O'Regan closed the meeting at 3:30pm with a karakia



 
 
Signed……………………………………… Date……………………………………..
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