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Introducing Disabled Persons Assembly NZ
We work on systemic change for the equity of disabled people 
Disabled Persons Assembly NZ (DPA) is a not-for-profit pan-impairment Disabled People’s Organisation run by and for disabled people.
We recognise:
· Māori as Tāngata Whenua and Te Tiriti o Waitangi as the founding document of Aotearoa New Zealand;
· disabled people as experts on their own lives;
· the Social Model of Disability as the guiding principle for interpreting disability and impairment; 
· the United Nations Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities as the basis for disabled people’s relationship with the State;
We drive systemic change through: 
Rangatiratanga / Leadership: reflecting the collective voice of disabled people, locally, nationally and internationally. 
Pārongo me te tohutohu / Information and advice: informing and advising on policies impacting on the lives of disabled people.
Kōkiri / Advocacy: supporting disabled people to have a voice, including a collective voice, in society.
Aroturuki / Monitoring: monitoring and giving feedback on existing laws, policies and practices about and relevant to disabled people.


United Nations Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities
DPA was influential in creating the United Nations Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (UNCRPD),[footnoteRef:2] a foundational document for disabled people which New Zealand has signed and ratified, confirming that disabled people must have the same human rights as everyone else. All state bodies in New Zealand, including local and regional government, have a responsibility to uphold the principles and articles of this convention.  [2:  https://www.ohchr.org/en/instruments-mechanisms/instruments/convention-rights-persons-disabilities
] 

The following UNCRPD articles are particularly relevant to this submission:
· Article 3 – General Principles
· Article 9 – Accessibility
· Article 11 – Situations of risk and humanitarian emergencies
· Article 19 – Living independently and being included in the community
· Article 23 – Respect for home and the family
· Article 28 – Adequate standard of living and social protection
The Submission
Introduction
DPA welcomes the opportunity to give feedback to Te Tuāpapa Kura Kāinga Ministry of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) on the Draft Government Policy Statement on Housing and Urban Development (GPS – HUD) 2025.
 
Access to housing is a fundamental human right that is highlighted in many international treaties that NZ has signed. These include the: 
· United Nations Universal Declaration of Human Rights. 
· International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights; and  
· the UNCRPD - Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities. 
 
Disabled people face systemic inequity and barriers to accessing housing and have been experiencing for many years a significant and ongoing housing crisis in Aotearoa New Zealand with ongoing impacts on the health and wellbeing of many people within the disabled community.
 
Statistics New Zealand’s Household Disability Survey 2023 reported the most significant housing issues experienced by disabled people were the lack of accessible, affordable, suitable, warm and dry housing. [footnoteRef:3] [3:  https://www.stats.govt.nz/information-releases/disability-statistics-2023/
] 

This is represented in the findings that 24 percent of disabled people lived in housing that needed major repairs or maintenance, compared with 14% of non-disabled people; 29 percent of disabled people lived in homes that were colder in winter compared to 19 percent of non-disabled people; 23 percent of disabled people lived in homes that were not the right size for them (too big or too small), compared with 18 percent of non-disabled people; and 9 percent of disabled people lived in a house that was in poor or very poor condition, compared with only 4 percent of non-disabled people who did so. 

Compounding these factors is the lack of accessible housing nationwide. Lifemark Limited estimates that only 2 percent of New Zealand’s housing stock is fully accessible through being built to universal design specifications.[footnoteRef:4] Disability survey statistics illustrate the negative impact that this inaccessibility has with 104,000 disabled people (out of a total disability population of 851,000) reporting that they had unmet accessibility needs within their households, representing 12 percent of the country’s disabled people. [4:  https://www.lbp.govt.nz/for-lbps/skills-maintenance/codewords/future-proofing-our-buildings-for-an-increasingly-diverse-world-is-good-for-all
] 


Exacerbating this lack of housing accessibility, affordability and choice is the fact that disabled people live on disproportionately lower incomes than non-disabled people with additional expenses due to disability related costs. The Household Disability Survey, for example, found that over half of disabled people (53 percent) resided in households where there was not enough or only just enough income to meet basic needs in contrast with 33 percent of non-disabled people.[footnoteRef:5] [5:  https://www.whaikaha.govt.nz/assets/Data-Insights/Housing-A3-final-PDF.pdf
] 


The income gap between disabled and non-disabled people is also represented in the lower number of disabled people who own the homes they live in. Disability Survey data illustrates that disabled children and working age adults are less likely to live in owner-occupied dwellings than non-disabled people with 55 percent of disabled people compared to 65 percent of non-disabled people in the 15–64-year age group doing so. 
 
For these reasons, disabled people constitute a considerable number of people on the social housing wait list. While accurate data on the exact number of disabled people on the list is difficult to ascertain, the number of days that disabled and non-disabled people spend on both the housing register and transfer register is disproportionately greater than that experienced by non-disabled people.[footnoteRef:6] [6:  https://www.stats.govt.nz/information-releases/disability-statistics-2023/
] 

 
DPA acknowledges the references made in the draft statement to the need for government to grow its understanding of the housing needs of specific population groups including disabled people so that it can better direct investment to those groups most in need of housing support.
 
However, there is already numerous publicly available evidence of the housing issues facing all equity population groups including disabled people including “My Experiences, My Rights: A Monitoring Report on Disabled Persons Experience of Housing in Aotearoa New Zealand.”[footnoteRef:7] [7:  https://www.donaldbeasley.org.nz/assets/publication-file/My-Experiences-My-Rights-A-Monitoring-Report-on-Disabled-Persons-Experience-of-Housing-in-Aotearoa-New-Zealand.pdf
] 


Government and community sectors have a role to play in social housing
DPA notes that as part of its place-based approach to housing that government will increasingly work with community partners to ensure that people most in need are effectively supported through community housing providers (CHPs) and iwi and Māori housing providers. 
 
DPA supports community and Māori housing providers having an increased role in the construction and provision of social housing across the country under this plan. Some of these providers, including Accessible Properties, are already significant players in the accessible housing space through providing supported and independent living options for disabled people.[footnoteRef:8]  [8:  https://www.accessibleproperties.co.nz/
] 

 
DPA considers Māori and community providers to be complementary providers to Kāinga Ora of social housing for people in the community who have housing needs that cannot be met in the marketplace, including disabled people. 

Māori housing providers have offered accessible housing options working alongside local government, but this needs to be done in partnership with Kāinga Ora as well due to the high rates of homelessness amongst Māori.

However, DPA is deeply concerned about the reduced role that government has given to Kāinga Ora as the result of its turnaround plan. Withdrawing the state from having a more active role in social housing construction is a move in the wrong direction. The cancellation of hundreds of projects around the country that would have provided homes to thousands of people on the housing wait list, including many disabled people.

Cumulatively, the government’s instruction to Kāinga Ora to retreat from social housing construction combined with its restrictions on emergency and temporary housing assistance through the Ministry of Social Development has seen the number of people reported as homeless and the incidence of rough sleeping significantly increase during the first half of 2025. 

Media reports have indicated that many of the newly homeless are disabled people, especially those who live with psychosocial disability/mental distress and other impairments/health conditions placing them in unsafe environments affecting their health and wellbeing, especially during the winter months.[footnoteRef:9] [9:  https://thespinoff.co.nz/politics/14-08-2025/why-homelessness-is-worse-under-this-government-a-story-in-10-graphs
 ] 


DPA asks that in the new policy statement that government commit to developing a comprehensive national strategy to combat homelessness with adequate resourcing and funding to back this up and develop it in partnership with stakeholders including disabled people, social agencies and people with lived experience of homelessness.

DPA asks that, in the interim, government reverse all its restrictive changes to temporary and emergency housing support to enable people identified as at high risk of homelessness and rough sleeping, especially disabled people, older people, rainbow people, rangatahi/youth and families/whānau to get the temporary housing and wraparound support they need.

DPA asks that both central and local government continue to play a leading and complementary role through Kāinga Ora having its previous roles as a funder and builder of public housing restored. 

The community sector, even with the establishment of the new Community Housing Funding Agency will not be able to match the capacity and scale that Kāinga Ora brought in completing the most public housing builds that government had undertaken in many years. [footnoteRef:10]  [10:  https://www.hud.govt.nz/our-work/public-housing-plan
 ] 


As of January 2025, Kāinga Ora provided a significant number of partially and fully accessible homes to its 71,843 tenants with 15,828 (22 percent) of its homes fitted with accessibility features, such as ramps and handrails.[footnoteRef:11] While the agency has been imperfect, having the state take a leading role through Kāinga Ora to create more accessible housing at a time when it has been much needed. [11: https://fyi.org.nz/request/29965/response/119837/attach/4/Response%20to%20Craig%20Nielsen%20GSR%2025%2018410.pdf
] 


DPA is deeply concerned that even more resources in the housing space will be shifted towards the private sector. While we support initiatives in the private sector to build more housing to both own and rent, we strongly oppose the large-scale transfer of responsibility for social housing to the private sector through, for example, the sale of land previously destined for Kāinga Ora projects and former state houses as is occurring at present. 

While it would be great to see the private sector step up in terms of its provision of accessible housing for disabled people, both New Zealand and international research shows, for example, that private landlords are more reluctant to take on disabled tenants, resulting in discrimination within the private housing sector.[footnoteRef:12] [12:  https://www.diva-portal.org/smash/get/diva2:909953/FULLTEXT01.pdf
] 


Disabled people also need to have full, equitable access to government programmes that enable individuals and whānau the ability to buy their own homes. There have been issues with programmes, including KiwiBuild, due to the inaccessibility of many of the houses constructed under the scheme and other issues relating to the need to save significant deposits, which can be difficult for disabled people to meet.[footnoteRef:13] [13:  https://www.stuff.co.nz/pou-tiaki/128665590/kiwibuild-is-not-built-for-all-kiwis
] 


Disabled people and other population groups that experience housing disadvantage need the continued involvement of central and local government in housing so that all New Zealanders have an opportunity to live in affordable, accessible, warm, safe and dry homes.

DPA recommends that all government house buying programmes provide equitable access to disabled people and their families and whānau.

Building liveable, safe, accessible housing
DPA has long advocated for choice in housing for everyone, including disabled people.

Universal design provides the best way to do this as it’s about designing and building homes that can be easily adapted to be fully accessible by ensuring core design features from the outset in terms of level, no-step entries, wide doorways and hallways, placement of electrical fittings and handles, suitable lighting and provision for wet floor shower areas and accessible kitchens/dining areas. 

By building to universal design, money can be saved on the need to retrofit housing to be accessible as these types of houses – benchmarked by Lifemark Design – are designed to be lived in without much change over the course of their lifetime. 

Throughout DPA’s work in promoting the need for universal design housing, alongside CCS Disability Action and other organisations, we have advocated for government to improve accessibility standards. Improving the accessibility of housing and buildings is crucial when it comes to improving evacuation outcomes in emergencies and the quality of life for disabled people generally. 

DPA acknowledges that the Draft New Zealand Disability Strategy – out for consultation at the time this submission is being written - contains a proposed action on developing housing accessibility standards. As we have noted, these standards already exist in the form of the LifeMark Universal Design Building Standards, and the New Zealand Standard 4121: 2001 [footnoteRef:14]￼, meaning they don’t need to be duplicated.   [14:  https://www.building.govt.nz/building-code-compliance/d-access/d1-access-routes/public-accommodation-access/access-standard-nzs-41212001
] 


DPA asks that the NZ Standard 4121: 2001 rules be revised and updated and that they incorporate LifeMark Universal Design Guidelines as part of moves towards mandatory accessibility standards for all public buildings and housing.

While there is a desire to reduce the cost of building homes, this should not be at the expense of the need to construct safe, weathertight, accessible homes which meet high design standards. In our recent submissions to the Ministry of Business Innovation and Employment (MBIE) on this subject, we called for government to strike the right balance between the need to reduce building costs while maintaining the requirement to erect safe, accessible weathertight buildings.

Taking a completely free market approach to housebuilding runs the risk of a repeat of the leaky homes crisis which followed the previous relaxation of building regulations in the 1990s, a crisis which impacted on thousands of New Zealanders and affected the health and wellbeing of many people. It is essential to avoid any repetition of this crisis as many disabled people stand to be disproportionately impacted as well. 

We are also concerned by the government’s proposal to potentially drop the requirement for balconies to be constructed outside apartments on multistorey housing complexes and getting rid of minimum floor requirements, meaning the possibility of more shoebox apartments being built. Moves in this direction would will prevent many disabled people from being able to safely and accessibly navigate around these apartments. [footnoteRef:15] Ending the requirement for multistorey housing to have balconies would see more disabled tenants/owners placed at risk in the event of fires as balconies support safe evacuations for a population group which is runs a higher risk of death and injury in building fires.[footnoteRef:16] [15:  https://newsroom.co.nz/2024/07/12/the-big-fishhook-in-govts-small-apartments-plan/
]  [16:  https://www.fireandemergency.nz/assets/Documents/Research-and-reports/Report-207-Fire-related-Injuries-and-Deaths-Evidence-Brief-2022.pdf
 ] 


When it comes to creating accessible, safe, inclusive, environmentally sustainable and socially connected communities where everyone can thrive, including disabled people - resource management and planning laws need to promote these principles instead of just those which underpin private property rights.

DPA is concerned about the Government’s proposed Resource Management Act (RMA) changes, particularly when it comes to risk mitigation and housing. Disabled people are at higher risk in natural disasters, so it is vital that land which is at high geological, or flooding risk is not built on.

DPA asks that the GPS-HUD ensure that land which is at high geological, or flooding risk be red zoned to ensure that housing is not constructed in these places.

Housing needs of tāngata whaikaha disabled Māori 

Tāngata whaikaha disabled Māori - who constitute 21 percent of Aotearoa’s disability population - experience multiple housing disadvantage based on being tāngata whenua and disabled.

This disadvantage shows itself in the disparity between tāngata whaikaha Māori and disabled Pākehā when it comes to housing instability. Statistics New Zealand calculated the percentage of secondary students who had to sleep or live in challenging conditions due to housing costs, by demographic group. It found that 29 percent of tāngata whaikaha Māori experienced housing instability compared to only 9 percent of young disabled Pākehā.[footnoteRef:17] [17:  https://www.whaikaha.govt.nz/assets/Data-Insights/Housing-A3-final-PDF.pdf
] 


These figures illustrate the need for more accessible universal designed papakāinga housing to reduce housing instability for tāngata whaikaha rangatahi and their whānau. Enabling tāngata whaikaha to live with whanau on their ancestral lands is important too as it enables closeness and support to be given if needed. Doing so would also help reduce the need for tāngata whaikaha to move away from their whenua and from support systems and structures as they age.

DPA supports plans contained in the GPS-HUD to support more Māori housing development through the MAIHI (Māori and Iwi Housing Innovation) approach founded on strong partnerships between Māori and the Crown across the motu.  

DPA asks that MAIHI partner with tāngata whaikaha Māori on how all housing solutions should be developed, including around accessibility and design.

DPA asks that all MAIHI homes are built and designed to universal design standards.

Responses to questions
We now turn to answering the questions contained in the consultation document where we will more specifically outline our views on each of the proposed outcome areas.

a.) Outcome: an adaptive and responsive system

1.) Do you think this outcome statement adequately describes what an adaptive and responsive system looks like?

No, as this statement needs to be further amended.

2.) How can we better describe what an adaptive and responsive system looks like?

DPA recommends that the characteristics of what constitutes an adaptive and responsive system could be better described and defined. Adaptive systems need the voices of communities to be reflected in all planning decisions through active empowerment. This includes the need to engage with disabled people, disabled people’s organisations (including DPA) and support networks including disability support agencies as well as families, whānau and aiga.
DPA supports the need for decision-making to be supported by excellent evidence and data. However, data around disabled people’s housing needs is deficient, especially when measuring the number of disabled homeless people.

DPA asks that comprehensive data around the housing needs of disabled people is collated, including specific data around disability and homelessness.

b.) Outcome: stable, affordable, healthy homes

3.) Do you think this outcome statement adequately describes what stable, affordable, healthy homes look like?

This statement needs to be further amended for clarity.

4.) How can we better describe what stable, affordable, healthy homes look like?

DPA supports many of the important aspects outlined in the statement associated with this question. We particularly support the statements around affordability, choice and accessibility.

DPA recommends that other dimensions are added to the statement including that housing should be culturally appropriate, responsive and sustainable in terms of being energy efficient given that, as noted earlier, many disabled people live in energy inefficient, colder homes. Disabled people are also at higher risk of being impacted by natural disasters and climate events so the need to mitigate natural hazards around people’s homes should be prioritised as well.

DPA recommends that the statement around accessibility needs to be expanded to incorporate the need for housing to be suitable for disabled people, older people and diverse family types including those of Pacific aiga and ethnic/refugee communities.

Healthy homes should not only be defined by their physical features but also by their connection to the wider environment. 

DPA supports efforts by government to require that councils favour greater medium density residential developments in urban planning processes, especially in our larger centres.

DPA recommends the construction of multistorey apartments/complexes which can be accessed by lift and/or located on the lower floors of buildings.

Building more communities according to medium density rules will reduce urban sprawl, meaning that people can live in more ‘20-minute communities’ whereby people, including disabled people, can live close to where they work, shop and play, and enjoy connection via accessible, affordable public rail and transport links to other areas in their communities and beyond. 

DPA strongly supports government and society transitioning away from viewing housing as being solely a market commodity to one which sees housing as a human right where everyone, including disabled people and other population groups who experience issues accessing housing, will have the legal right to live in warm, dry, affordable, accessible housing.

c.) Outcome: Māori housing through partnership
5.) Do you think this outcome statement adequately describes what Māori housing through partnership looks like?

Yes, but the statement needs to be amended for clarity.

6.) How can we better describe what Māori housing through partnership looks like?

As stated earlier, tāngata whaikaha Māori need to be involved as full partners in the design, planning and construction of new accessible papakāinga and other culturally appropriate housing options.

Due to the history of stolen Māori land, tāngata whaikaha Māori/tāngata must apply for rental properties and/or state housing that are on land that once belonged to their ancestors. Returning the land to tāngata whenua would be a good start.  Tāngata whaikaha Māori due to inequities may never own their own homes, so the rent to buy option would create intergenerational wealth options. The needs are clearly identifiable as more accessible housing is needed at a local level delivering fit-for-purpose housing solutions.
There has been a history of converting Māori land to general land, so it is important that legislative barriers do not further impact tāngata whaikaha Māori with these conversion practices. It is also important that Māori can use their own assets to provide better housing solutions but only if they have assets.
DPA recognises the importance for all people to connect with the land.  In relation to tāngata whaikaha Māori who are tāngata whenua, there is an ancestral connection which is both physical and spiritual to the land, river and mountains with the awareness that many tāngata whaikaha Māori are creating opportunities to access their whakapapa and whenua physically.

Sustainable housing that is responsive to the impacts and effects of climate change is important for all people.  This is essential for disabled and tāngata whaikaha Māori communities who are at higher risk of being impacted by severe weather events.

DPA recommends that all new Māori housing is constructed to universal design standards.

DPA asks that tāngata whaikaha Māori are provided with the option to buy to ensure the security of having a home given the multiple barriers to finding suitable secure rentals.

DPA asks that MAIHI include within their framework that no Māori land is converted to general land.

DPA asks that all accessible housing is not built on natural hazard zones and managed retreat is done in consultation with tāngata whaikaha Māori in connection with their iwi, hapū and whānau.

d.) Outcome: thriving and resilient communities 

7.) Do you think this outcome statement adequately describes what thriving and resilient communities look like?

This statement needs to be further amended for clarity.

8.) How can we better describe what thriving and resilient communities look like?

DPA sees that there are good elements to this statement in terms of, for example, that communities should have transport that gets people to where they need to go quickly and that towns and cities should be resilient to natural hazards.

However, the current description of thriving and resilient communities should be strengthened by the inclusion of the four dimensions of community wellbeing: social, cultural, environmental and economic.

Social wellbeing holds that communities should be built to foster strong social connection and cohesion. They should also make people feel safe, valued and able to participate in everyday life. Most importantly they should actively reduce inequities and support inclusion for everyone including disabled people and enable participation for all community members irrespective of age, ethnicity, income, sexual orientation, gender/gender identity and religious/ethical belief.

Cultural wellbeing should be supported through the recognition of diverse cultures and identities. The inclusion of te ao Māori based on Te Tiriti and the rights of tāngata whenua/tāngata whaikaha Māori promotes belonging, identity and resilience which should be key to building cultural wellbeing.

Environmental wellbeing should be enhanced through easy access – including for disabled people - to green and blue spaces, nature and healthy environments. These elements should underpin the everyday quality of life and resilience beyond hazard mitigation.

Economic wellbeing should not just focus on the need for growth just for the sake of it but also the creation of environmentally and socially friendly infrastructure and transport links, thereby enabling inclusive development. 

The statement around communities having ‘easy access to transport to enable people to go where they need to go quickly and efficiently’ is good but needs amending to include accessibility.

DPA asks that the statement is changed to read ‘Efficient transport options, including public transport such as buses, ferries and rail services are accessible and available to all people in urban and provincial communities.’

Communities should be empowered to shape their own futures through the participation of all residents so that development responds to the needs and interests of the people who live within them, including disabled people and tāngata whaikaha Māori.

e.) Government priorities

9.) Going for Housing Growth?

As stated earlier in this submission, the need to grow our housing stock should ensure that all new builds are mandatorily constructed to universal design standards and that medium density builds (i.e., multistorey complexes) have accessible housing units contained within them.

10.) Reforming the resource management system?

As stated earlier in this submission, we have strong concerns about the government’s proposed resource management reforms which will give greater primacy to the rights of individual and corporate property owners over environmental, social and cultural obligations.

DPA’s concerns are that the RMA reforms could undermine existing legal accessibility requirements and prevent the introducing mandatory accessibility standards in the future.

11.) Resetting investment to help those most in need?

DPA supports in principle resetting government investment towards supporting people who have high housing needs which cannot be met by the market, including disabled people.

However, these intentions have been contradicted by the government’s tightening up of eligibility for emergency and temporary housing. 

DPA supports any moves to review existing government housing payments including the Accommodation Supplement and Income Related Rent Subsidy (IRRS). Any review should fully involve all social housing stakeholders in the co-design of a new housing support payment system and include disabled people and disabled people’s organisations.

DPA recommends that all government housing support is re-designed on the principle that it is made more flexible and gives every low-income person, whether in public, community or private housing, the ability to pay only up to 25 percent of their net (after tax) income in rent or mortgage payments and no more than that.

12.) Improving efficiency and competition in building and construction?

As stated earlier in this submission, DPA supports the need to streamline building consent processes and lower the cost of building homes, but this should not be at the expense of having to meet stringent health, safety, accessibility, weathertightness and inspection requirements.

13.) Improving rental markets?

The GPS – HUD fails to elaborate on how the Government’s reintroduction of 90-day ‘no cause’ terminations contribute to its stated outcomes of people having stable, affordable, healthy homes. This outcome also includes reference to “housing that is affordable and has stability of tenure, whether it’s rented or owned.”
The Government’s reintroduction of legislative powers giving landlords the right to terminate tenancies for no reason undermines tenure stability and greatly increases the risk of housing instability for people, including disabled people.
The GPS-HUD does not explain how this policy change will avoid these impacts. As a result, this priority appears to conflict with the desired long-term outcome of enhancing people’s security of tenure.

14.) How could the GPS-HUD better describe how the Government priorities contribute to the long-term outcomes?

The GPS-HUD tends to focus on the needs of larger urban centres and lacks detail on how smaller provincial and rural centres will be impacted by it.
Disabled people live everywhere across the motu and as outlined, the need for accessible, affordable housing and connected communities are just as important irrespective of wherever disabled people happen to live in Aotearoa.
DPA recommends that the needs of rural and provincial communities are fully recognised within the final GPS - HUD.

f.) Māori housing through partnership – the MAIHI approach
15.) Does the GPS-HUD sufficiently incorporate the MAIHI priorities?

Yes, when it comes to its “Māori housing through partnership” outcome, which incorporates the six key priority area of Māori-Crown partnerships, Māori-led local solutions, Māori housing supply, Māori housing support, Māori housing system and Māori housing sustainability.
Again, we reiterate the need for tāngata whaikaha Māori to be full partners in the design, construction and delivery of fully accessible papakāinga and other culturally appropriate housing.
However, we note the large-scale absence of any specific references to Te Tiriti o Waitangi/Treaty of Waitangi throughout this document, particularly in this section as all priority areas reflect its principles.
This appears to us to be part of the Government’s attempts to relegate the official status of Te Tiriti as the key constitutional and human rights document of this country.
DPA recommends that Te Tiriti o Waitangi/Treaty of Waitangi is acknowledged at the beginning of the GPS-HUD and throughout the document.

g.) Working together to deliver change

16.) Does the GPS-HUD clearly describe the role of government in the housing and urban development system?

No, the statement needs to be amended for clarity.

Answering Questions 17 – 26 on the involvement of Government, Ministry of Housing and Urban Development, Kāinga Ora, Māori and Iwi

As we outlined earlier in the submission, it appears that Government is retreating more from the housing and urban development space previously occupied by Kāinga Ora in favour of Māori and community providers.

In stating this, we also reiterate DPA’s view that Māori and community providers have a role to play in the provision of social housing.

DPA supports the role that the Ministry of Housing and Urban Development will have within the system of being the government’s lead policy advisor, funder, data collector and collaboration lead on housing. 

Answering Question 27 on does the GPS – HUD clearly describe who government needs to partner and collaborate with to deliver on its priorities? If not, how could they be more clearly described?

DPA recommends that disabled people and disabled people’s organisations and disability organisations are recognised as full stakeholders at the table when it comes to discussions about the planning, development and implementation of housing policy under the auspices of the GPS-HUD.

If Government undertook to do this, then the voices of disabled people – which have been largely excluded from the development of housing policy – will be empowered and heard when it comes to creating a country where there is housing for all.
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