





April 2025

Ki te Kaunihera o Te Hiku o te Ika Far North District Council
Please find attached DPA’s submission on the Kaunihera o Te Hiku o te Ika Far North District Council Annual Plan 2025-2026.




Noho ora mai,

For any further inquiries, please contact:
Patti Poa
Policy Advisor – Auckland/Northland
Disabled Persons Assembly Aotearoa New Zealand 
Email: policy@dpa.org.nz 

Introducing Disabled Persons Assembly
We work on systemic change for the equity of disabled people
Disabled Persons Assembly NZ (DPA) is a not-for-profit pan-impairment Disabled People’s Organisation run by and for disabled people.
We recognise:
· Māori as Tangata Whenua and Te Tiriti o Waitangi as a founding document of Aotearoa New Zealand; 
· disabled people as experts on their own lives; 
· the Social Model of Disability as the guiding principle for interpreting disability and impairment; 
· the United Nations Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities as the basis for disabled people’s relationship with the State; 
· the Aotearoa New Zealand Disability Strategy as Government agencies’ guide on disability issues; and 
· the Enabling Good Lives Principles, Whāia Te Ao Mārama: Māori Disability Action Plan, and Faiva Ora: National Pasifika Disability Disability Plan as avenues to disabled people gaining greater choice and control over their lives and supports. 
We drive systemic change through:
Rangatiratanga | Leadership: reflecting the collective voice of disabled people, locally, nationally and internationally. 
Pārongo me te tohutohu | Information and advice: informing and advising on policies impacting on the lives of disabled people. 
Kōkiri | Advocacy: supporting disabled people to have a voice, including a collective voice, in society. 
Aroturuki | Monitoring: monitoring and giving feedback on existing laws, policies and practices about and relevant to disabled people. 

United Nations Convention on the Rights of Persons 
with Disabilities
[bookmark: _Ref33797632][bookmark: _Toc35524849]DPA was influential in creating the United Nations Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (UNCRPD),[footnoteRef:2] a foundational document for disabled people which Aotearoa New Zealand has signed and ratified, confirming that disabled people must have the same human rights as everyone else. [2:  United Nations. (2006). United Nations Convention on the Rights of People with Disabilities. Retrieved from: https://www.un.org/disabilities/documents/convention/convoptprot-e.pdf] 

All state bodies in Aotearoa New Zealand, including local and regional government, have a responsibility to uphold the principles and articles of this convention. There are a number of UNCRPD articles particularly relevant to this submission, including:
· [bookmark: _Toc41908928][bookmark: _Toc41930991]Article 5: Non-discrimination
· Article 9: Accessibility
· Article 13: Access to justice
· Article 19: Living independently and being included in the community
· Article 20: Personal mobility
· Article 29: Participation in political and public life.


Aotearoa New Zealand Disability Strategy 2016–2026
Since ratifying the UNCRPD, the Aotearoa New Zealand Government has established a Disability Strategy[footnoteRef:3] to guide the work of government agencies on disability issues. [3:  Office for Disability Issues. (2016). Aotearoa New Zealand Disability Strategy. Retrieved from: https://www.odi.govt.nz/nz-disability-strategy/] 

The vision is that Aotearoa New Zealand be a non-disabling society, where disabled people have equal opportunity to achieve their goals and aspirations, and that all of Aotearoa New Zealand works together to make this happen.
The Strategy identifies eight outcome areas contributing to achieving this vision. There are a number of Strategy outcomes particularly relevant to this submission, including:
· Outcome 5 – Accessibility
· Outcome 6 – Attitudes
· Outcome 7 – Choice and Control
· Outcome 8 – Leadership


The submission
DPA welcomes the opportunity to give feedback on the Kaunihera o Te Hiku o te Ika Far North District Council Annual Plan 2024/25.  We note that DPA has submitted on the Long-term Plan 2024-27 (LTP) which the annual plan aligns with.[footnoteRef:4] [4:  https://www.dpa.org.nz/store/doc/DPA-Submission-Far-North-District-Council-Long-Term-Plan-2024-2037-April-2024.docx] 


Before moving onto the submission, we would like to highlight some of the key positive initiatives which have happened in the last year. These include:
· the community and Council’s continued recovery efforts after Cyclone Gabriel and other severe weather events 
· Council’s acceptance of the Taitokerau Regional Accessibility Strategy[footnoteRef:5] [5:  https://www.fndc.govt.nz/Council/Policies-bylaws-and-strategies/strategies/te-tai-tokerau-regional-accessibility-strategy] 

· the release of the video “Voice for the disability community” in January this year[footnoteRef:6] [6:  https://www.fndc.govt.nz/Council/Latest-news/news-items/2025/january/video-a-voice-for-the-disability-community] 

· Far North District Council, Ngāti Rēhia and Kainga Ora collaboration to build 14 social houses in Kerikeri
· Te Hau Ora o Ngāpuhi and Far North Holdings collaboration to build 37 homes in Kaikohe.

Disability demographics
According to Statistics New Zealand’s 2023 Disability Survey, Northland had a disability population rate of 23 percent[footnoteRef:7] and with a population of 71,430 in Northland means there are at least 16,428 disabled people currently residing within the Northland area. [7:  https://www.stats.govt.nz/reports/household-disability-survey-2023-findings-definitions-and-design-summary/] 

In 2023, 15,735 people in Northland were aged 65 or older, which is 22% of the total Northland population.[footnoteRef:8] [8:  https://figure.nz/chart/FyfHKfmyQB67AWR0-jsCw2mrpdk7onHrn] 

This number is likely to increase further as the population ages as there is a strong correlation between ageing and disability.

Equity and Access for Disabled People
Accessibility is a core principle of the UNCRPD, and a key outcome of the Aotearoa New Zealand Disability Strategy. In the Council Review Report,[footnoteRef:9] our ability to engage with, participate in, and belong to includes access to: [9:  https://infocouncil.fndc.govt.nz/Open/2022/02/SPC_20220208_AGN_2493_AT_files/SPC_20220208_AGN_2493_AT_Attachment_11680_1.PDF] 

· choices about where to live, learn, work and play
· safe and affordable transport
· public buildings, spaces, and facilities
· information in formats and languages that meet disabled people’s needs
· leadership positions on an equal basis with non-disabled people.
DPA’s recommendations for the LTP included promoting appropriate development within sustainable environmental limits to protect the health, wellbeing, and economic opportunities of the disabled community in Aotearoa New Zealand and that disabled people be included in the decision-making process.
We would like to provide feedback on the following major works for 2025/26:
a) Infrastructure Acceleration Funding
b) Kaikohe library and service centre hub
c) Transport network from fixing damaged roads through to sealing repairs
d) Kaikohe wastewater treatment plant
e) Water supply

Infrastructure from an accessibility lens
DPA commented in our LTP submission on the degradation of our infrastructure from severe weather events and the limited central government funding for Northland infrastructure investment.  We recommended that Council ensure that all their facilities are built on Universal Design principles, and that this is communicated to their environmental planners and landscape architects.
DPA also recommended that Council consult with disability organisations and age care organisations around divestment of the stock of housing for elderly.  We would appreciate feedback on the outcome of these recommendations.
a) Infrastructure Acceleration Funding
The funding administered by Kāinga Ora supports critical infrastructure like roading, three waters, and flood management to accelerate housing construction in high-need areas.  We will address roading in the transport network section, wastewater in the water supply section and flood management in the climate change section.
DPA has seen positive outcomes of accelerated housing construction in high-need areas with collaborations between Council, local iwi organisations and Kāinga Ora producing public housing.  
One of DPA’s key asks is that any new build is based on Universal Design as it is more cost effective to build accessible housing from the outset then retrofitting, especially in Northland with an ageing and elderly population.
	Recommendation 1: That Council implements Universal Design with its engineers, architects, environmental planners and landscape architects in all infrastructure design.


b) Kaikohe library and service centre hub
Public libraries are often used by many disabled people due to the free access to computers, books, videos, information, workshops and other events.  It is positive to see that the Kaikohe Library and service centre hub is currently in detailed design and going through consent stages but again query whether the Disability Advisory Group and/or an Accessibility Advisor has been consulted on design accessibility.
	Recommendation 2: That the Council Disability Advisory Group and/or an Accessibility Advisor be included as co-design stakeholders in all Council building projects.



c) Transport network from fixing damaged roads through to sealing repairs
It is understandable that Council has apportioned a large section of the rates towards the transport network. For Northlanders who have driven on the roads, they know that roads are in dire need of maintenance.  Roads are a critical part of infrastructure and in the recent severe weather events, we saw our communities cut off from emergency services wanting to evacuate people and from being able to access essential supplies.
DPA requests that transport access for disabled living in the Northland region is improved.  
There are several issues in the transport accessibility space, including that:
· Link buses (Mid North, Hokianga and Far North) are not wheelchair accessible.
· Te Whatu Ora Shuttle Services are accessible but only for Northland area patients.  
· Taxi transport is available from Whangārei to Northland return, but the cost is too exorbitant for disabled people unless it is government funded.  
· Intercity buses have both accessible and inaccessible vehicles within their fleets.  
This means that the only transport option for many disabled people are to use their own vehicles or have family whānau, friends or support people transport them in their own vehicles.
	Recommendation 3: That Council actively consults with the Northland disability community on ways to improve transport options, choices and accessibility within the region. 



d) Kaikohe wastewater treatment plant
A significant proportion of rates revenue will be spent on wastewater system upgrades which are an important factor when considering the health of disabled people.
On this basis, we welcome the additional investment into the Kaikohe wastewater treatment plant as being important for the health and wellbeing of all our communities, including the disability community.  The new plant could also provide employment opportunities for disabled people[footnoteRef:10] especially if an accessibility lens is applied around the design of the treatment plant.  This shows again the importance of consultation with disability community when it comes to designing infrastructure. [10:  https://www.waihangaararau.nz/lets-level-up-realising-the-potential-of-the-disabled-workforce/#:~:text=%27Let%27s%20Level%20Up%27%2C%20which%20surveyed%20more%20than,did%20not%20disclose%20they%20had%20a%20disability
] 

e) Water supply
DPA supports the Council partnership with Te Tai Tokerau Water Trust to build a mid-North water storage reservoir and delivery system. 
Water is a valuable resource and the need for water security is a prevalent issue in Northland, as we support the Taumata Arowai standards of keeping drinking water safe for the health and wellbeing of everyone, including disabled people, both in Te Tai Tokerau and elsewhere in the country.
Tangata whaikaha Māori are mana whenua and water provides physical and spiritual well-being from a te ao Māori perspective.  We commend the Northland Regional Council for acknowledging the interconnection of cosmologies with the importance and life of water.[footnoteRef:11]  [11:  https://www.nrc.govt.nz/media/lxcnbe0w/stage-1-report-te-mana-me-te-mauri-o-te-wai-a-discussion-document-for-te-tai-tokerau-final.pdf] 

DPA also recommended that Council discuss water health with the disability advisory group as an important part of disabled people’s wellbeing.[footnoteRef:12] [12: ] 

	Recommendation 4: That Northland disabled people, tangata whaikaha Māori who are mana whenua and members of the Council Disability Advisory Group have input into all infrastructure decision-making processes, including around water.



Climate resilience and Emergency Preparedness and Flood Management
DPA supported Council’s approach to developing climate resilience through focussing on infrastructure.  We also submitted on the Fast Track Approvals Bill[footnoteRef:13] due to our concerns with over development which can lead to climate change and further severe weather events. [13:  https://www.dpa.org.nz/store/doc/DPA-Submission-Fast-Track-Approvals-Bill-April-2024.docx] 

On the NIWA website[footnoteRef:14], it notes that the health of many New Zealanders will be affected by a changing climate, and they particularly emphasise that warmer temperatures and heatwaves may bring both physical and mental health issues for high-risk groups including older and disabled people.[footnoteRef:15]  [14:  https://niwa.co.nz/climate-change-information-climate-solvers/climate-change-and-possible-impacts-new-zealand]  [15:  https://www.hrw.org/news/2020/05/28/people-disabilities-needed-fight-against-climate-change#:~:text=People%20with%20disabilities%20are%20at,said%20in%20a%20recent%20report.] 

A priority for many DPA members is access to accessible information about emergency preparedness for disabled people. 
	Recommendation 5: That Council establish a voluntary register for disabled people to identify special requirements in case of emergency or evacuation.

	Recommendation 6: That Council publicise information about emergency preparedness for disabled people through NRC, disabled persons organisations, Tai Tokerau disability providers and community networks.



[bookmark: _Int_ybTxLovs]Māori communities which include tangata whaikaha Māori will be impacted due to many living close to the coast.  Infrastructure, as well as tapu places like burial grounds, are particularly at risk from sea-level rise and coastal erosion.
Low-lying areas are also at greater risk from flooding, sea level rise and/or liquefaction in an earthquake but because these areas are often more accessible and affordable, a higher proportion of disabled people live in these areas. 
Affording greater protection to disabled people will require planning for climate resilient communities and places that are accessible for disabled people as a news article recently headlined that “Floods are inevitable. Flood disasters are not”.[footnoteRef:16] [16:  https://www.stuff.co.nz/opinion/131138570/floods-are-inevitable-flood-disasters-are-not] 

	Recommendation 7: That Council build in the specific needs of disability community into their emergency preparedness and planning for all severe weather events including flooding.



Accessible Facilities
DPA supported keeping sporting facilities open as outlined in the LTP as several Northland disability sports groups, organisations and community groups use these facilities.
It is exciting to see the work of Te Puna Reo o Manga Tangaroa in Kaikohe, a kohanga reo for all tamariki including those with disabilities.[footnoteRef:17] We also had Northland disability community recently attending the opening of a playground in Raumanga Whangārei which includes an accessible wheelchair seesaw.[footnoteRef:18]   [17:  https://www.nzherald.co.nz/northern-advocate/news/kaikohe-whanau-who-created-the-first-full-immersion-preschool-feature-on-maori-tv/WEVSACTJCRANNGMOUQA4MVFQFA/]  [18:  https://www.nzherald.co.nz/northern-advocate/news/whangarei-wheelchair-see-saw-gives-children-with-disabilities-a-place-to-belong/7WS63MFERRBCZBJLMJKRCIVBXA/] 

Our communities are constantly advocating for accessible facilities, so DPA is advocating for accessible playgrounds for disabled children, disabled parent/s, disabled grandparent/s, elderly, kuia and kaumātua in Northland so all tamariki can be included in their communities.
	[bookmark: _Hlk195245915]Recommendation 8: That Council include in their planning accessible playgrounds for disabled children in the Northland areas.
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